Your Name:  Paul Bellus
Institution:  University of Iowa
Contact information: paul-bellus@uiowa.edu
NDT Year of interest: 2015

I. Proposed dates
Registration—Thursday, April 2, 2015
Elimination debates—Monday, April 6, 2015

Classes will be in session during these dates, but on-campus space has been reserved for debate events. 

II. Proposed Site Summary
The NDT will be hosted in Iowa City, IA, primarily on the University of Iowa main campus. Thursday registration and reception will take place at the tournament hotel, the Coralville, IA, Marriott Conference Center. Friday breakfast, lunch, and debates will take place at the tournament hotel – the Coralville, IA Marriott Conference Center. The tournament will take place on the University of Iowa Campus on Saturday and Sunday, using a classroom building for debates, and the Iowa Memorial Union for meals and announcements. Participants will return to the Marriott Conference Center for the Sunday banquet and Monday elimination debates. 

III. Host Institution Support
The A. Craig Baird Debate Forum has the full support of the University’s Provost in their bid for the 2015 National Debate Tournament. The Forum is already partnering with the Provost’s office to raise a target amount of $40,000 to contribute to the 2015 National Debate Tournament. The Provost’s office, along with UIowa’s Development Office is planning a number of alumni events and fundraisers in support of the 2015 NDT. 

IV. Hotel 
The official 2015 NDT hotel site will be the Coralville Marriott Hotel & Conference Center (http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cidic-coralville-marriott-hotel-and-conference-center/). At present, the NDT will be the only guest on-site during the tournament dates – reserving all hotel room and conference space during the event. The hotel has 280+ sleeping rooms and was designed for hosting large conference events. 
All rooms at the hotel will have a $99 rate, per night, for the duration of the tournament. Parking on-site is free. The hotel features an on-site restaurant and bar. 

Paul Bellus has worked with the hotel to identify space for competition rooms, a big room space, and dining, for Friday debates.  If participants prefer off-site accommodations, there are numerous hotel/motel options located down the street from the Conference Center. 

V. Host Institution Facilities
The Marriott is located approximately 3.5 miles from the on-campus, Iowa Memorial Union. Parking on campus will be free and located directly next to the competition building (and across-the street from the Union).

The big room, meals, and announcements will be held in the Union. The Union also includes amenities such as a bookstore, coffee shop, snack bar, etc.  While other campus groups may be meeting in the Union during the NDT, the NDT will have reserved space appropriate for accommodating all NDT participants. 

VI. Internet Service
Internet service will be available for all participants at the hotel, and on-campus. Because the hotel functions primarily as a conference center, it is better prepared than some sites to accommodate NDT participants’ use of the Internet. Still, Paul Bellus is working closely with the tech staff at the hotel to try and guarantee effective connectivity. 

Service on the University of Iowa campus will be provided through access codes made available to all participants at registration. 

VII. Food & Beverage
As is customary, NDT participants will be invited to a Thursday evening reception, breakfast on Friday, Saturday, & Sunday, lunch on Friday, Saturday, & Sunday, and a banquet on Sunday evening. Breakfast will be provided for participants competing on Monday. In addition, the A. Craig Baird Debate Forum will sponsor afternoon snacks and coffee during the tournament. 

VIII. Transportation
The Cedar Rapids airport  (approx. 25 mins to Coralville) and the Quad Cities International Airport  (approx. 55mins to Coralville) are the primary travel options for participants flying to the NDT.

If needed, members from the A. Craig Baird Debate Forum will assist with transportation. Shuttle service will be made available for participants needing support from campus to the Conference Center. 

IX. Summer Visit
[bookmark: _GoBack]Director Fritch will visit Iowa City with Danielle Leek during the 2014 summer to assist with on-site planning. 
