Current Language:
Rule II. A. 4. Should a debater or a team be unable to participate in any debate at the National Debate Tournament, the team shall forfeit the round and receive zero points.
Amended Language:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rule II. A. 4. A debate team is constructed of two individuals. Each member of the team should be present for, should substantially contribute to, and should substantially participate in the presentation of arguments in each round in a reasonably-equitable manner. Debaters should not be the primary speaker in more than one constructive, one rebuttal and one cross-examinations as a questioner and one cross-examination as a respondent. Should a debater or team elect not to participate or be unable or to participate in this fashion in any debate at the National Debate Tournament, the team shall forfeit the round and receive zero speaker points. 
	a. Teams or debaters that feel that another team or debater has violated this rule, should appeal to the judges of the round. Judges can evaluate this along with or separate to the content of the round.
	b. Teams or debaters that feel that another team or debater has violated this rule may appeal to the tournament director. When a case of participation challenge has been referred to the Director:
(1) The Director shall forward the challenge to the Subcommittee on Appeals along with any physical evidence, recordings, etc. 
(2) The Subcommittee shall investigate including the soliciting of statements on the claimed offense and/or mitigating circumstances from the judges in the round and from the offending team/speaker/coach.
(3) As soon as possible the Subcommittee shall decide by a simple majority of the subcommittee members whether a violation of the participation code occurred, and subsequent penalties that may include forfeiting the round, reduction of speaker points, ineligibility for speaker awards and/or elimination rounds, and removal from the tournament. The polling shall be by secret ballot. Tournament records of the teams shall not be considered as mitigating circumstances.
(4) The coach of the offending team shall be notified as soon as possible. In the case of a less than unanimous decision of the Subcommittee, he or she may appeal the decision to the National Committee.
(5) In the case of such an appeal, the Chair shall call an emergency meeting of the National Committee. The Chair of the Subcommittee on Appeals shall present the results of the Subcommittee’s investigation. The judges and/or coach of the offending team shall then have the opportunity to address the Committee.
(6) The Committee shall then vote by secret ballot on the appeal. A vote of two-thirds of committee members present and voting is necessary to overturn the decision of the Subcommittee.
(7) Persons whose teams are involved in the debate round in question or whose teams would profit from a successful challenge shall not vote in any of these deliberations. When these persons are members of the Subcommittee on Appeals, the Chair of the National Committee may appoint temporary replacements to adjudicate the case.



