D. Assignment of Elimination Round Judges. 
1. In the First Elimination Round, judges will be assigned in the same manner as in the preliminary rounds, except that each panel will include five judges. This procedure may be continued during the octafinals if deemed necessary by the Tournament Director. As early in the elimination rounds as feasible, however, the procedure in steps 2-4 below will be employed. 
2. Preliminary procedures. A list of all judges in the tournament shall be given to the coach of each team qualifying for the elimination rounds. The coaches shall place a check mark indicating approval beside the names of a minimum of sixty judges, and write "NO" to indicate disapproval beside the names of a maximum of twenty judges. Judges that are in the judging pool but do not meet the 12 round minimum requirement prior to the start of the National Debate Tournament do not count towards the minimum number of approved judges nor to the maximum number of disapproved judges.
Teams will be given an opportunity to revise their preliminary round judge rankings prior to the elimination debates.
3. Tentative panels of eleven judges will be selected according to the following rules: 
a. Judges who are on the preferred list of both schools in only one debate shall be assigned to that debate. 
b. Judges who are on the preferred list of both schools in more than one debate are then assigned so as to leave as nearly as possible an equal number of joint agreement judges in each debate. 
c. If full panels of eleven are not available by mutual agreement, a number of judges to fill out eleven shall be selected. The Director shall compile lists of judges appearing on each coach's preferred list and on neither coach's disapproved list. An equal number shall be selected from each coach's list. When this is not possible and in the case where an odd number is needed, judges shall be selected who are neither preferred nor disapproved by either school. 
d. The geographic constraint in Standing Rule V.B.2.f will not apply to scheduling of judges for the octafinal round through the conclusion of the tournament. 
Tentative panels of eleven judges will be selected using the ordinal preferences provided in the revised preference sheets that teams created prior to the completion of the preliminary rounds.
4. Selection of judging panels. 
a. The coach of each school shall be presented with a list of the tentative panel for the debate in which his or her team is paired. He or she will approve at least eight of the judges. 
b. The Director shall compare the lists by the coaches of the teams in each pairing and create panels of not less than five judges from the agreements. If there are an even number of agreements the Director shall delete a judge that has high mutuality but low preference. 
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