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Definition: 
Clipping - The act of misrepresenting the text of evidence that is orally presented during a speech. The “text of evidence” refers to the parts of evidence that a speaker informs the judge or other team that they have read aloud in the debate.
- “the act of misrepresenting” includes at least three possible violations defined as “clipping”
a) Skipping words and then suggesting that those words were read.  This occurs when 5 words [or more] have been missed more than once during a speech. It can also occur when a single word or two is missed repeatedly throughout a speech. 
b) Being unclear to the point of incomprehensibility while reading evidence during a speech.  “Incomprehensibility” means that a speaker is unclear to the point that a recording of the speech does not make it clear that multiple sentences of evidence were not being clearly read.  A judge should strive to inform the speaker of their lack of clarity during the speech.
c) It is also up to the discretion of the individual judge.  If a judge believes that a debater has deliberately misrepresented evidence as read that was not read then the allegation can be pursued independent of an opponent challenge. When the alleged incident of clipping occurs in an elimination round, the decision of a majority of the panel shall represent the ruling of the judges.
d) At a minimum, audio evidence is necessary (video recording which contains audio is also acceptable) to determine if clipping has occurred is necessary. Any video/audio recording of the debate can be used, so long as it is deemed to be of a quality that allows for a determination of whether clipping occurred.

Consequences:
When a finding of “clipping” has been determined to have occurred, 
· The offending speaker will be given a 0 in speaker points
· The team of the offending speaker will be assigned a Loss
· The other three speakers in the debate will be assigned ‘average’ points from their other rounds at that tournament
· The coach/director of the program will be notified by the tabroom
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