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FOREWORD

Once again the officers and cadets of the United States Military Acad-
emy extend a hearty welcome to the students and faculty members who will
be our guests for the Sixth West Point National Debate Tournament in this
Sesquicentennial Year of the Academy.
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In every part of the country, leaders in the forensic field -1.,2;& ey

generously of their valuable time to perform the necessary pre -tournament
district tasks that enable:)ﬁ:s"i:bring outstanding debate teams together for
this event/Durinﬁ the‘tf)urnament, team coaches and visiting s/peegthgq-_.
fessors wﬁ&-l——be—c%—r&%ﬁ% the responsjble b of judging th Sod hundred
: ying the regpongible buzden of jpdging thepys huncre
fifty —eme debates which w-l-Lf—take place m—th-m:éi;ﬂ;;mea«days, i :._F:p these in-
dividuals and the student debaters Sxpre ('eﬁ;:%caﬁfudeé?ior«m«aking this
teurnanrent possible. & / Y le goacess e “ s Lot Ao de
o o  Lhe Wikt el i
S ‘While attempting to stimulate interest inwdebatp"%ﬁld its allied fields,
' 4cr”'” one purpose of this tournament is to select t#e tournament winner. Al-
| though we do not feel justified in calling this team the national intercolleg-
iate champion debate team, we do feel that the winner in a tournament of
district champions, such as this, represents the survivor in competition
that is open to any undergraduate collegiate debate team in the United States.
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Just as important as the debating itself, is the opportunity the tourna-
ment provides for an exchange of ideas and information among the students
and faculty of the thirty-four colleges and universities. We hope also that
your visit will make you more familiar with the aims and methods of the
Military Academy.

Immediate hosts for the tournament are the five hundred cadet mem-
bers of the West Point Debate Council and Forum, an activity sponsored by
the Department of Social Sciences. All funds for the event are derived
from cadet dues and other non-governmental sources.

It is our hope that your stay at West Point will be a pleasant one, and
that you will return often to visit us at the Military Academy.

Walter F. Ulmer, Jr.

Co-Chairman, Sixth West Point
Debate Tournament

President, West Point Debate Council
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Professor E. R. Nichols and University of Redlands debater studying

the huge manning board
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THE WEST POINT TOURNAMENT

’I:he’WestﬁPoi-nt»—T-ournam.e‘tn.t‘ui.,s.,,th.e. result.of-suggestions-made-in 1946
by Eastern-debate-coaches attending an.invitational-tournament-at-West-
Point. The suggestion-of-this-group-was passed-on by theWest Point De-~
bate-Council-ts 6ver a thousand colleges and universities to determine-their
opinions-on“extending the West Point Invitational“Tournament to include the
entire nation. The response to our question was overwhelming approval.
The first West Point National Invitational Tournament was held in April,
1947; 1952 marks the sixth year of this tournament.

The tqﬁrnament is composed of thirty-four teams including a West
Point teagﬁ, a team from the school which won the tournament the previous
year and/thirty-two teams, from eight districts. The districts are based
upon student population,debating interest, and other regional data.

Any college or university in the U. S. is eligible to enter a team into
the tournament if chosen by its district committee. Each of the eight dis-
trict committees choose their own criteria for team eligibility. In 1951 six

, of the districts determined their selections by an intra-district tournament;
in the remaining districts, committees asked schools interested in partici-
pating to submit their records of achievement in debate for consideration.
Thus, local conditions and the judgement of the district committeemen de-
termine the method of team selection.

Nominations must be received by the West Point Debate Council by
April 1st, therefore the district committees begin work in the fall. Inter -
ested schools should contact their district chairman early in the year.

During the past five years different tournament procedures have been
used. However, it has been decided to debate only the National Question
this year. During the eight seeding rounds teams are paired first by lot,
then by a win-loss basis. The highest sixteen teams are then selected for
the elimination rounds. There are three judges used for each debate during
the seeding rounds, five for the eliminations and nine for the finals. Speech
instructors from the Eastern United States assist visiting coaches in judging.

Six twenty-one jewel Bulova watches were awarded with the compli-
ments of the Bulova Watch Company to tournament participants in 1951, two
to the two highest speakers in the seeding rounds, and four to the finalists.
In addition, the Sigurd S. Larmon Trophy (frontispiece) is awarded to the
winning team. This trophy was given to the Military Academy five years
ago with the understanding that it would be a continuing award.

This year, for the first time in the history of the tournament, the win-

ners of lastyear's tournament, Redlands University, willbe represented by
the same debaters:James Wilson and Holt Spicer.
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Standing: Cadets Ulmer and Mullane. Seated: Lt. Col. Robert F. McDer-
mott, Lit. Col. Walter E. Brinker, Major Glenn Turner, Officers-in-
Charge.

THE TOURNAMENT ADMINISTRATION STAFF

The support of the Tournament comes indirectly from the entire Corps
of Cadets, and more directly from the five hundred members of the West
Point Debate Council. The main burden of responsibility and leadership
rested with the following named Cadets:

Tournament Co-Chairmen. . . . .. . . . . . . . .Ulmer
Mullane

Assistant Chairman and Treasurer. . . . . . . . .Otis
Searetany i LR G e s Rl un ket
Housing and Transportation. . . . . . ... .. . .Freimark
@ratoricaliGontestiv. s i s i s R s s ouTree

. K coTting b fa it e e b e D S R . Hayes,
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TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE - 1952

Wednesday, 23 April
PM 1:00 - 6:00 Registration, housing and sightseeing
Report to Grant Hall - Tournament Headquarters
6:15 Supper - Men in Washington Hall
- Women, judges, and coaches in West
Point Army Mess

8:00 Movie in theater for those who desire

Thursday, 24 April
AM 7:00 Breakfast

8:00 - 9:00 Orientation (Electricity Lecture Room)
10:00 Seeding Round One
12:00 Dinner

PM 12:50 Seeding Round Two-A - Optional tour of the post
for those in Round Two-B

2:10 Seeding Round Two-B - Optional tour of the post
for those in Round Two-A

4:15 Seeding Round Three
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6:15

7:30

9:00

Friday, 25 April

AM 7:00
7:45

9:00

10:20

12:00

PM 12:50

2:10

4:15

6:30

8:30

Saturday, 26 April
AM 7:00

7:45
10:20

12:00

PM 1:00

2:00
6:15
7:30
9:00

Supper

Seeding Round Four

Student, Coach, and Judge Reception - Weapons
Room

Breakfast

Seeding Round Five

Coffee - Grant Hall. PIO pictures

Seeding Round Six

Dinner

Seeding Round Seven-A - Optional Museum Tour
for Round Seven-B

Seeding Round Seven-B - Optional Museum Tour
for Round Seven-A

Seeding Round Eight

Banquet, Cullum Hall. Oratorical Contest
Announcement of finalists and speakers awards

Coaches and Judges Soiree

Breakfast

Qualifying Round

Quarter Finals

Dinner

Parade of the Corps of Cadets. Assembly in Grant

Hall

Semi-Finals

Supper

Finals - Presentation of Trophy

Formal Dance - Cullum Hall
g
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The University of Redlands: West Point winner in 1951. Left to right:
L.t. Col. W.E. Brinker, Mr. E.R. Nichols (coach), and James Wilson and
Holt Spicer, with Academy Award watches given by the Bulova Watch Com-
) pany and the Sigurd S. Larmon trophy.
PREVIOUS WINNERS
1947 - Southeastern State College
| 1948 - North Texas State Teachers College
| 1949 - The University of Alabama
| 1950 - The University of Vermont

1951 - The University of Redlands
1952 =7 Ly
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DISTRICT NOMINATING COMMITTEES
1952

DISTRICT I
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona

John Ackley, San Diego State College,
San Diego, California, Chairman

Emmet Long, Pepperdine College,
L.os Angeles, California

W. A. Cable, University of Arizona,
Tucson, Arizona

Upton Palmer, University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara, California

Lester McCrery, California Inst. of
Technology, Pasadena, California

George Adams, University of Utah,
Salt Lake City, Utah

DISTRICT 11
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming

W. H. Veatch, Washington State
University, Pullman, Washington,
Chairman

Ralph McGinnis, Montana, State U.,
Missoula, Montana

Paul Knoll, Oregon State College,
Corvallis, Oregon

Charles Battin, College of Puget
Sound, Tacoma, Washington

A. E. Whitehead, Idaho University,
Moscow, Idaho

A. C. Hingston, Pacific University,
Forest Grove, Oregon

Erwin H. Schiebert, College of
Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho
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DISTRICT III
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana

Waldo Braden, Louisiana State Univ.,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Chairman
E. L.. Pross, Texas Christian Univ.,
Fort Worth, Texas

Wayne C. Eubank, New Mexico Univ.,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

O. M. Walters, Houston University,
Houston, Texas

D. J. Nabors, East Central College,
Ada, Oklahoma

Emogene Emery, Texas University,
Austin, Texas

James H. McBath, Univ. of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, N. M.

DISTRICT IV

Colorado, North Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas,
Missouri, Wisconsin, South Dakota

Roy C. Nelson, Colorado A. & M.,
Fort Collins, Colorado, Chairman

Kenneth L.. Berger, Luther College,
Decorah, Iowa

Theodore F. Nelson, St. Olaf College,
Northfield, Minnesota

Charles Masten, Emporia State
Teachers College, Emporia, Kans.

Walter Murrish, Nebraska Wesleyan
University, Lincoln, Nebraska

Malcolm O. Sillars, lowa
State College, Ames, Iowa

=11=




DISTRICT V

Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana

Forest Seal, De Pauw University,
Greencastle, Indiana, Chairman
Martin J. Holcomb, Augustana Col-
lege, Rock Island, Illinois

N. B. Beck, Purdue University,
Lafayette, Indiana

Paul Carmack, Ohio State Univers-
ity, Columbus, Ohio

J. Jeffery Auer, Oberlin College,
Oberlin, Ohio

M. Harold Mikle, Bowling Green
State University, Bowling Green,
Ohio

Leonard F. Sommer, Univ. of Notre
Dame, South Bend, Indiana

DISTRICT VI

Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky

Douglas Ehninger, University of
Florida, Gainesville, Florida,
Chairman

Mrs. John H. Melzer, Georgetown
College, Georgetown, Kentucky

Franklin R. Shirley, Wake Forest
College, Wake Forest, N. C.

Paul Brandes, University of Miss.,
University, Mississippi

M. G. Christopherson, Univ. of
South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.

Mrs. Annabel D. Hagood, Univ. of
Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Gregg Phifer, Florida St. Univ.,
Tallahassee, Florida

Batsell Barrett Baxter, David Lips-
comb College, Nashville, Tenn.




DISTRICT VII

Virginia, New Jersey, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, District
of Columbia, Pennsylvania

i Rev. Eugene Gallagher, S.J., George-
town Univ., Washington, D. C.,
r Chairman
Joseph F. O'Brien, Penna. State Col-
lege, State College, Pennsylvania
G. F. Henigan, George Washington
University, Washington, D. C.-
Miss Mildred Ann Ditty, Univ. of
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Penna.
Melvin P. Moorhouse, Westminster
College, New Wilmington, Penna.
F. S. Gallagher, Johns Hopkins Univ.,
Baltimore, Maryland

DISTRICT VIII

New York, Connecticut, Vermont, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire

Orvin Larson, Brooklyn College, Brook-
lyn, N. Y., Chairman
Austin J. Freeley, Boston Univ., Boston,
Mass.
John Crawford, Wesleyan University
Middletown, Connecticut
Robert Huber, Vermont University,
Burlington, Vermont
J. Kovalcik, Champlain College, Platts-
burg, New York
Miss Dora L., Newman, Utica College,
B Utica, N. Y.
Robert P. Newman, Univ. of Connecticut,
Storrs, Connecticut
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Meals in the Cadet Mess provided a welcome respite from the demands of
the platform.
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WEST POINT NATIONAL INVITATIONAL DEBATE TOURNAMENT 1949

‘ Participants Wins Losses
| UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 1

| BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

| OTTOWA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
UNIVERSITY. OF KANSAS
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE
CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE
DE PAUW UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
ST. MARY’S COLLEGE
U. S. MILITARY ACADEMY
N. TEXAS STATE TEACHER'S COLLEGE
f NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
SOUTHEASTERN STATE COLLEGE
ST. OLAF COLLEGE
GEORGETOWN COLLEGE
‘ LOUISIANA COLLEGE
| MASS. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
| PEPPERDINE COLLEGE
PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY
STANFORD
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY
WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY
YALE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
SAN DIEGO STATE COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH
STEVENS INSTITUTE
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WEST POINT NATIONAL INVITATIONAL DEBATE TOURNAMENT 1948

Participants Wins Losses

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE
BATES COLLEGE
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
COE COLLEGE
COLORADO UNIVERSITY
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
DEPAUW UNIVERSITY
# UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

GONZAGA UNIVERSITY
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LOUISIANA COLLEGE
M. I T.
U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA

* # NORTH TEXAS STATE
NOTRE DAME
OREGON STATE COLLEGE
PURDUE UNIVERSITY
ST. OLAF COLLEGE
SOUTHEASTERN STATE COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF SO. CALIFORNIA
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, L. A,
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
WAKE FOREST COLLEGE
U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY
UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA
WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY

BN WD WN ONDN WWOD =W O WU Wi ~JWO WM = = =D WOo W
DO O W~ D)W — W WDHN WD D)W O DN PN WU Wb W — W

# Finalists
* Winner
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WEST POINT NATIONAL INVITATIONAL DEBATE TOURNAMENT 1947

Participants Wins Liosses
# UNIVERSITY OF SO. CALIFORNIA 5 4

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT 5 1
WHEATON COLLEGE 2 3
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE 3 3
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 2 3
ARIZONA STATE COLLEGE 0 5
OREGON STATE COLLEGE 1 4
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 3 3
INDIANA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 1 4
YALE UNIVERSITY 3 3
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 4 2
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 1 4
LOUISIANA COLLEGE 4 3
U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY 6 1
STATE COLLEGE OF WASHINGTON 2 3
OKLAHOMA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 2 3
GONZAGA UNIVERSITY 1 4

¢ COLLEGE OF ST. THOMAS 2 4
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 4 3
PURDUE UNIVERSITY 1 4
WAKE FOREST COLLEGE 3 3
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 4 3
COLORADO UNIVERSITY 1 4
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 3 3

1 U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY 7 1

| OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 2 3

| * # SOUTHEASTERN STATE COLLEGE 8 1

NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY 6 2

? PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE 1 4

| # Finalists

! * Winner

f
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