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November 18, 2017, NCA – Dallas 

Eligibility Appeal #1 – Graduation/Quarter System

[bookmark: _GoBack]In some years, a school’s quarter system may change quarters *during* the NDT. A school appealed on behalf of a student who will complete their final quarter’s worth of coursework during the prelims of the NDT. The student will have completed the requirements for graduation. The next quarter begins during the NDT. The school is requesting in advance that the change in quarter system not render the student ineligible/require the student to enroll in an extra quarter of school solely to meet the NDT eligibility requirement.

The Standing Rules for the Operation of the National Debate Tournament (Rule II.A.1):
h. Within two weeks of the conclusion of the tournament each year, all students who received one of the top ten speaker awards or who participated in the quarterfinal round of the tournament shall submit an official document similar to that specified in rule “g” above, attesting to their enrollment in good standing as of the date the tournament concluded.  The NDT Chair shall promptly report to the membership the results of the verification process.  Violations of the duty to verify eligibility may be subject to review and sanction by the NDT governing bodies.

Decision: 
The committee unanimously voted that the student should not be deemed ineligible based on the quarter changing during the NDT. This decision is because the student has completed coursework necessary for graduation during the quarter in which the NDT begins and it would be unnecessarily expensive to incur another quarter’s worth of tuition for the sake of eligibility.
· Committee members – Brovero (7), Feldman (1), Repko (5), Hester (6), Katsulas (AFAE)

