Rules Revision Proposal

Medical Waiver
Rationale

The current AFA code stipulates the duration of eligibility is 5 academic years, 4 NDTs. It also allows for medical hardship appeals. However, the code also says the NDT may impose additional eligibility restrictions.
The NDT Rules do impose a restriction that seems to obviate the medical hardship provision:
Rule II.A.1.f stipulates: “In addition to AFA eligibility standards, participation in any debate tournament in more than ten semesters renders a debater ineligible to attend the NDT.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]This provision has been interpreted to eliminate the possibility of a medical hardship waiver in the event the person has participated in more than 10 semesters. The proposed revision would allow students to seek an eligibility waiver in the case of substantial medical hardship.

Proposed Revision to NDT Rule II.A.1.f

Proposed Ten Semesters Rule with Medical Hardship Exception (NDT Rules II.A.1.f)
f. In addition to AFA eligibility standards, participation in any debate tournament in more than ten semesters renders a debater ineligible to attend the NDT. 
i. Students may submit a request to the Appeals Committee seeking a waiver from this requirement in the event of substantial medical hardship.
ii. For the purposes of this waiver, “substantial medical hardship” is defined as a medical hardship that resulted in prolonged and substantial absence or withdrawal from school. In order to be eligible for consideration, a student must provide documentation of the absence or withdrawal and its relationship to medical hardship from a school administration official (e.g. registrar, dean, academic affairs), as well as documentation of the medical hardship from doctor.

Current NDT & AFA Rules

Ten Semesters Rule (NDT Rules II.A.1.f)
f. In addition to AFA eligibility standards, participation in any debate tournament in more than ten semesters renders a debater ineligible to attend the NDT.

Eligibility, Medical Hardship (AFA Code I.2)
2. A student's eligibility for forensics competition shall expire following participation during 5 academic years, or 4 academic years of AFA national tournaments.
A. A student shall have used his/her eligibility in a given academic year if he/she participates in three or more forensics tournaments:
i. A student shall be considered to have participated in a tournament if he/she competes in at least half of the scheduled preliminary rounds of the tournament.
ii. A tournament is defined as a forensics contest involving at least four schools in which at least four rounds of debate or two rounds of individual events are held, decisions are rendered by judges and awards given. This definition does not include summer workshop tournaments.
iii. A student's participation in individual events shall not count against his/her eligibility to compete in debate, and vice versa.
B. Students may appeal cases of medical hardships to a designated appeals committee of the NDT or the NIET.

NDT May Impose Additional Restrictions (AFA Code I.5)
5. The above eligibility rules shall not restrict additional eligibility requirements established by either the NDT or NIET Committees or by individual tournament directors.

