NDT Appeals Committee Report
NDT Meeting at Salt Lake City NCA – 11-7-18

Eligibility Appeal #1 – Eligibility Waiver

Basis for Appeal

[bookmark: _GoBack]A school requested that the Appeals Committee rule, in advance, that a debater would be eligible to debate at the 2020 NDT. The student has competed in 4 academic years and 8 semesters between Fall 2014 and Spring 2018. If the student debated during this season, they would likely hit the 10-semester cap prior to the 2020 NDT. The request was to functionally vacate the 2014-2015 season (2 semesters) due to medical issues.

Pertinent Rules

The AFA Code stipulates the following:
· A student’s eligibility for forensics competition shall expire following participation during 5 academic years, or 4 academic years of AFA national tournaments. [Article 1.2]
· Students may appeal cases of medical hardships to a designated appeals committee of the NDT or the NIET. [Article 1.2.B]
· The above eligibility rules shall not restrict additional eligibility requirements established by either the NDT or NIET Committees or by individual tournament directors. [Article 1.5]

The Standing Rules for the Operation of the National Debate Tournament stipulate:
· In addition to AFA eligibility standards, participation in any debate tournament in more than ten semesters renders a debater ineligible to attend the NDT. [Rule II.A.1.f]

Decision

The committee unanimously voted against the waiver on the basis of the NDT Rules prohibiting more than 10 semesters. 
However, considering the early nature of this eligibility request, there are potential avenues available including adhering to the 10-semester policy and petitioning the NDT Committee and/or the AFA to revise their policies to ensure that there are clearer guidelines for provision of medical waivers.
· Committee members – Brovero (7), Cram Helwich (4), Hester (6), Katsulas (AFAE), Repko (5)



