National Debate Tournament: District 2 Constitution

I. Purpose and Mission
A.  NDT District 2 exists to promote and support collegiate evidence-based debating in Washington, Oregon, Wyoming, Idaho, Utah and Alaska. 
B.  NDT District 2 serves college students engaged in evidence-based debate by coordinating competitive opportunities throughout the year, encouraging all participants to foreground the educational values of debate in their competitive practices, by facilitating the health and vitality of debate throughout the district, and by administering the NDT District Qualifying Process. 
C.  NDT District 2 serves the district’s directors, coaches and forensic educators by facilitating professional development opportunities, serving as a liaison between the NDT and the district’s programs, provide information and support enabling programs to efficiently reach their educational and competitive goals.
II. Structure
A. Any institution of higher education within the geographical confines of the district and with a current membership in the NDT is a member of NDT District I.
B.  All member schools will have one vote in district meetings. 
C. At the district tournament meeting in odd-numbered year, the district will elect a chair to serve for the next two - year period.
D. The district chair will be responsible for scheduling regular district meetings at times and places that will allow the greatest participation of district members. The district chair may conduct meetings and the district may make decisions through electronic communication. The district chair will represent the district on the NDT Committee and vote on all issues as directed by a majority of the membership. 
E. The district constitution can be amended by a simple majority of votes at a district meeting, but changes to the district constitution will not go into effect until the subsequent academic year.  In emergency cases, the constitution may be amended and the change(s) may be made in the same year, if the emergency motion passes with 75% of the votes.
III. NDT District Qualifying Process 
A. Eligibility.  Any debater meeting the eligibility requirements to attend the National Debate Tournament is eligible to participate in the district process. A team who is not eligible but wishes to participate in the process may file a written appeal with the District Chair no later than 2 weeks prior to the District Process. The District Appeals Committee should consider the following:
1. Has the appellant demonstrated an effort to be eligible for the District Process?
2. Is there an exceptional circumstance that prevented them from attaining the requisite number of rounds?
B. Format. The following governs the process used by District 2 for awarding district bids to the National Debate Tournament. 
1. Director Rankings. The District default process will be a ranking of all eligible teams by the Directors from subscribing members. 
2.  The District reserves to right to determine eligibility through mechanisms other than a ranking that include, but are not limited to, a district tournament, a points-based system. Alternatives to the default process must be decided on prior to September 1st of the upcoming season and requires a majority of subscribing members to pass. 

